
Tau Psi Zeta kicked off the month of October with their 3rd Annual 
Bachelors for Books Auction for Sweetest Day. The auction was held on 
October 12th, at the Elk’s Lodge in Crestwood, IL. The money raised 
from this event will aid the Fervent Hearts Foundation in presenting 
scholarships to various qualified students attending college.  

All bidders received gift certificates to select restaurants.  This year’s event was one to remember, with 22 sexy 
bachelors and a house full of Sorors and guests. The bachelors provided the audience with their own style 
while bringing lots of swagger! Throughout the night, guests continued to arrive and the bachelors continued 
to entertain the crowd. The auction was such a success 
that they ran out of bidding paddles! The top bachelor 
for the night went for $260, the top bidder received a 
pair of tickets to see a Chicago BlackHawks game.  The 
auction was followed by an after party for the grown 
and sexy with Soror DJ Tamera Taylor on the tables. 

Many thanks to the Fundraising Committee for their 
hard work and dedication in making this year’s     
bachelor auction an even greater success.  

 A special thanks to the restaurants, the ETA Theater, 
the Shedd Aquarium, Brunswick Bowling Lanes,     
MoBee Enterprises, Lansing Cinema 8, Jokes and 
Notes and the Chicago BlackHawks who donated gift 
cards and packages so that our lucky winners could 
have a Sweetest Day to remember. 

Tickets, Paddles, and Zetas 

3rd Annual Bachelor Auction 

By Soror Lane 

 

 

Greetings Sorors, Amicae, Youth, Brothers, Family, & Friends,  

Tau Psi Zeta (TPZ) has kicked off another exciting year of Finer 
Womanhood, Service, Scholarship, and Sisterhood.  In thinking about what 
those words mean, I hope you will look at our programs and understand why 
we are so passionate about Zeta and making a difference in our lives, and the 
lives of others.  For Finer Womanhood we were honored by the NPHC-C as 
the Sorority Chapter of the Year and our very own Basileus Emeritus and IL 
State Director Renee S. Byrd was honored as Soror of the Year.   For Service 
we raised over $3,400 for the ACS for their Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer Walk.  We also were fortunate that our Stork’s Nest was picked to be 
featured on BETJ’s Urban Living with Helen Bailey.  For Scholarship we 
educated ourselves and taught our new members the “business of Zeta” at the 
State Meeting and we raised over $1,500 in scholarship funds with our 
annual Bachelor Auction.  For Sisterly Love we joined with friends to 
celebrate the 4th anniversary of our chapter.  Hope to see you soon!  
 

Sisterly, 
 

 

Charlotte D. Taylor, Esq., President 
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On October 4, 2008, Zetas, Amicae, and Youth from across the State of Illinois 
traveled to Eastern Illinois University in Charleston, IL to participate in the 42nd 
Illinois State Leadership Conference.  Zetas met the new Illinois State Director, 
Renee S. Byrd, and learned of her plans for the State. Her theme, “Illinois – A 
Legacy of Leadership” was met with excited responses and enthusiasm for the 
future of Illinois under her leadership. The conference boast an attendance of 
Sorors, Amicae, Youth and Guest of over 180 in all. 

Her plan includes reactivating inactive Sorors, increasing the membership of Zeta in the State of Illinois, especially in the 
undergraduate chapters, and training all Sorors on the new programmatic thrust. Sorors received information about state 

finances and the location of the next state conference: Western Illinois 
University, Macomb, IL.  Elections were held and the new officers are: State 
Representative at Large—Lucreztia Jamison; Chair of the Board—Janet Bell; 
Secretary—Leslie Buckner; Treasurer—LaDonna Randle; Parliamentarian—
Geraldine Peeples; Graduate Member at Large—Margo Watson; 
Undergraduate Member at Large—Narzell Garner. 

There were several workshops such as the American Cancer Society, How to 
be an effective advisor, and the Membership Intake Process. 

All in all, this year’s Illinois State Leadership Conference was informative, 
productive, and instrumental in showing that the State of Illinois is moving 
forward and taking care of the business of Zetadom. 

Zetas from all over the world descended on the Las Vegas Strip June 28-July 3 in 
celebration of the 2008 Grand Boulé, “Diamonds and Pearls in the Desert.” The Strip 
was covered in Blue & White from sunrise to sunset as Sorors attended business sessions, 
workshops, and other activities in the Las Vegas heat. 

This week-long extravaganza featured performances by world-famous celebrities—Patti 
LaBelle, Clifton Davis, Bobby Jones, and Syleena Johnson—as well as the 
opportunity for Sorors, Friends, Youth and family to come together and 
fellowship under the Zeta umbrella. 

During Boulé, Soror Sheryl Underwood was elected as the 23rd 
International President. Soror Underwood brings another “first” to Zeta 
as the first professional entertainer to hold the highest elected office of a 
historically black national pan-hellenic office. 

TPZ continued its winning ways at the awards banquet where it received 
first place honors for both the Youth and Amicae scrapbooks and for Z-
HOPE for the region! TPZ plans to leave its mark on Detroit, MI, as 
well—the site for the 2010 Grand Boulé! 

Truly, Phenomenal Zetas 

2008 Grand Boulé 

By Soror Bennett 

The Politics of Zeta 
IL State Leadership Conference 

By Soror Golliday 

What is a Zeta? A Zeta woman is an active force in her community, 
understands and values education, is comfortable enough with 
herself to uplift other women, yet grounded enough to realize that 
there is a time and a place for everything.  Soror Renee S. Byrd is all 

these things and more. She has dedicated herself to her sorority since being inducted on May 23, 1994 
through Zeta Tau Zeta Graduate Chapter of Chicago, IL.   

 Soror Byrd, is a charter member of Tau Psi Zeta Graduate Chapter of Alsip, IL  (9/19/2004) 
and served as its first president. Soror Byrd has held several varied positions at the local, state, and 
regional levels of the sorority which have prepared her for the most prominent title to date: Illinois State Director!  

 By profession, Soror Byrd is the Training Supervisor and an Instructional Designer for the Springfield Urban 
League’s Community Health Training Center.  Although Soror Byrd does a lot for her beloved organization, she never lets 
that interfere with her duties and responsibilities of being a mother to her only child Brianna Simon. 

TPZ is delighted to congratulate Soror Renee Byrd on her appointment as Director of the Illustrious State of Illinois! 

The Presence of a Zeta 

By Soror Eaton 
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On September 19, 
2008, members of 
TPZ met at Uncle 
Julio's Hacienda to 
celebrate the 4th 

Anniversary of the chartering of the chapter. TPZ came 
together for food, fun, and fellowship as charter 
members, new members, reclaimees, and transfers ate, 
drank and made merry rejoicing in the great things this 
chapter has done and continues to do in the name of 
Zeta. 

Sorors received gifts ranging from candy and mints to 
bottles of wine for being the 19th and 20th sorors to 
arrive. Special thanks to the Special Events committee 
for organizing this event and making it so very special! 

The ladies of the TPZ Step Team 
were at it again on August 29, 
2008 at the annual step show 
hosted by the ladies of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. at 
Governor’s State University.  The theme of this year’s show 
followed the Kwanza principle of Umoja which means "unity or 
striving for and maintaining unity in the family, community, 
nation and race."  The Pearl Zone Step Team used the show's 
message as the theme for their performance.  The ladies, 
through their performance, suggested that the sororities within 
the NPHC should unite and rebuild the bond between 
organizations. While TPZ did not win the competition, it was 
still a Blue and White victory as the men of Phi Beta Sigma 
Fraternity Inc., Iota Nu Sigma chapter took first place. 
Congratulations to the ladies on a job well done! 

“Building a Strong Foundation Through Scholastic Achievement, 
Leadership, Character, and Service” was the theme of the National 
Pan-Hellenic Council of Chicago’s Sankofa Awards Dinner held 
on Saturday, October 11, 2008.  Sankofa, derived from the Akan 
language of West Africa, teaches that we must go back to our roots 

in order to move forward.  The festivities were held at the Crystal Light Banquet Hall in Burbank, IL.   

Under the leadership of President Soror W. 
Jeanine Daugherty, the program included the 
history of NPHC-Chicago, dinner, a medley of 
each NPHC organization’s national song, and 
an inspirational message delivered by keynote 
speaker Oreitha P. Benion of Sigma Gamma 
Rho Sorority, Inc.  Of the many awards given 
that night, Tau Psi Zeta received the Chapter of 
the Year award and a Community Service 
citation.  Soror Renee Byrd won the Peace 
Award and NPHC-C Soror of the Year award 
for her hard work and dedication to the NPHC
-C. Pictures and dancing continued well into 
the night.  

TPZ looks forward to another year of hard work within the NPHC of Chicago!  

Tacos, Peppers and Zetas 

4th Anniversary Celebration 

By Soror Golliday 

True, Performing Zetas 
Umoja Step Show 

By Soror Eaton 

The Pan-Hellenic Zest 

Sankofa Awards 

By Soror Johnson 
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On Saturday, November 20, 
2 0 0 8 ,  t h e  Y o u t h     
Commit tee  hosted an 

informational for the Amicette and Pearlette Youth Groups.  The youth 
and their families learned more about upcoming activities and discussed 
the mission and purpose of the Youth Auxiliary Club.  There was an 
abundance of interaction between the children of the same age group.  It 
was a fun-filled afternoon as new members of the Youth Auxiliary Clubs of 
Tau Psi Zeta Chapter were welcomed.   

A new year, new members   
by Soror M. Watson 

Dining 101  
By Soror M. Watson 

In conjunction with the Z-Hope 
initiative of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, the 
Youth Auxiliary Clubs held a Dining 
Etiquette workshop at the Avalon 
Branch Public Library on Nov. 15, 
2008.  The girls learned the   basic 
techniques of place setting, the proper 
use of eating utensils, correct  posture 
during meals, and positive interactions around the table.  The girls and the adults 
in attendance enjoyed the workshop.  They were given skills to use around their 
holiday tables and in future interactions. The workshop was enjoyed by all in 
attendance. 

Bubbles for Bucks 
By Soror J. Johnson 
 
In an effort to raise money for future endeavors, the Amicette 
auxiliary held a car wash on October 18, 2008.  The car wash was held 
at Quality Car Wash on 72nd and Stony Island. The Amicettes spent the 
afternoon cleaning cars and     informing the local community about the 
great work the Youth group does.  The day at the car wash was a 
great success, and the money raised will be used to further the 
vision and goals of the Amicettes for the year.   

Youth Auxiliaries of Tau Psi Zeta Chapter 

Pearlette Auxiliary 
Ages 4 yrs. - 8yrs. 

Meetings held second 
Saturday of each month 

For more information contact  
Pearlette Coordinator                  
Soror Margo Watson 

margowtsn@yahoo.com 
 

* * * 
 

Amicette Auxiliary 
Ages 9 yrs. - 13yrs. 

Meetings held second    
Saturday of each month 

For more information contact 
Amicette Coordinator                 

Soror Kres Snyder 
Snyder_kres@hotmail.com 
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Elections and Inductions 
By Archonette Destiny Houston-Jordan 

The Archonettes were up bright and early on a frosty 
Sunday morning for the American Cancer Society's 
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk. The ZA 
Club worked the first rest station by passing out water 
to the walkers. They also had water available for the 
dogs walking with their owners. After the walk, the 
Archonettes joined TPZ to do the "Cupid Shuffle" on 
stage for the cool down for the walkers. Even though it 
was freezing, the Archonettes were happy to help with this project.  The girls are looking forward to 
the ACS walk again, next October. 

On July 21st, a sunny summer day in on 
Chicago’s southside the Archonettes along 

with Sorors, Brothers and the Sigma Betas of Iota 
Nu Sigma chapter heading to US Cellular field to 
invade the Black & White with a little “Blue”.  
The highlight of the game was seeing the marquee 
as Soror Taylor surprised the group by getting our names in lights!! 

Archonettes Support ACS Walk 
 by Archonette Destiny Houston-Jordan  

Zeta Archonettes at the Chicago White Sox Game 
By Soror R. Byrd 

Archonette Auxiliary 

High School Aged Girls 

Meetings held second Saturday 

of each month 

For more information, contact 

Archonette Coordinator            

Soror Cecelia Ruiz 

cruiz341965@hotmail.com 

On October 18, 2008 the Zeta Archonette Club elected new officers for the 
2008-2009 year. Congratulations to the following young ladies: 

President   Brianna Wadlington 

Vice-President   Shanyce Harrell 

Secretary  Brianna Simon 

Treasurer  Simone Smith 

Chaplain  Shayna Scott 

Fundraising Chair Lauryn Nash 

Hospitality Chair Shakera Dorsey 

New members to the club were inducted 
as well.  The ZA Club is excited about getting to know each other and 
getting started with service projects!  
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Amicae Making Strides! 

By Friend J. Bennett 

On October 19, 2008, the TPZ Amicae participated in the 
American Cancer Society’s Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer Walk.  It was a beautiful day for the sisterhood to 
join together to raise money for a cause that affects people 
from every walk of life.  The Amicae had fun, worked hard 
and made a difference by raising over $400 to contribute 
to the cause.  The Amicae can't wait for next year’s walk! 

There’s nothing like starting a new year of     
service revved up and running!  On Saturday, 
November 8, the Amicae sold Carson's      

Community Day booklets.  Amicae 
were stationed throughout Carson's        
encouraging shoppers to help others 
by purchasing a booklet, and 
themselves with the generous 
coupons contained in the booklet.  

The sponsor of Carson's       Community Days was so 
impressed with the diligence and hard work of the Amicae, 
that she invited them to come out the    following week to sell 
more booklets.  The Amicae had a wonderful time and made 
money with little or no effort.  That's service with a smile! 

Illinois State Leadership Conference 

By  Friend J. Bennett   

The Amicae Auxiliary of Alsip was very excited to attend 
the first state meeting led by Friend Renee Byrd, the new 
State Director.  This was also the first state meeting in 
which Friend Adrianne Henderson, the Alsip Amicae 
sponsor, served as state Amicae Coordinator. It was an 
awesome experience and very well run.  The Amicae 
participated in various workshops, had a planning session 
and even held a fundraiser which netted approximately 

$500 in revenue.  Elections were held for three open Amicae offices.  TPZ Amicae president, LaVorgis 
Sturkey was elected as State Financial Secretary.  With all of this new leadership, the Amicae of Alsip 
are looking forward to great things in the State of Illinois! 

The Adult Auxiliary of Tau Psi Zeta Chapter 

Amicae Auxiliary 
Adult women not affiliated with a 

Greek-letter organization that 
support the members of              

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. 
Meetings held third Saturday           

of each month 
For more information,            

contact Amicae Sponsor,               
Soror Tamera Taylor  

ssiders0701@yahoo.com 

Carson Community Days 
By Friend J. Bennett 
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Omicron Delta Chapter at Eastern Illinois University 

The ladies of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated, Omicron Delta 
Chapter have put on different types of events this semester. The 
sorority members have definitely had an impact on the campus of 
Eastern Illinois University.  In October, Omicron Delta hosted the 
2008 State Conference for the sorority. Undergraduate and 
Graduate chapters from Illinois were on the campus for a full 
weekend. November 10-15 was “Zeta Week.”  During this week OD hosted many events for the campus. 
The members stood out in the cold and gave out free lemonade to the campus. 1st Vice President, 
Whitney Borders, stated, “We are always giving away something free to the campus”.  A heated 

discussion came about during a forum on women empowerment. 
Women and men discussed how women were portrayed in the media. 
Later in the week, students were encouraged to express themselves 
during an open mic night held in the University Union. Alicia Hill, 
2nd Vice President, was excited for this event, saying, “The setting was 
very intimate.”  Zeta Week concluded with a bonfire by the pond 
pavilion and a “Wild Wild West” Dance Party where people came 
dressed in cowboy boots and bandanas.  In the spirit of the season for 
giving thanks, November 17-20 was “Thanks-for-giving week”. During 

this week OD chapter members gave thanks to people,  organizations, and companies that have helped 
them throughout the semester.  The chapter looks forward to planning more successful programs for the 
campus in coming months.   

Omicron Delta Divas’ blu-tiful semester 
By Soror T. Williams 

 
 

The ladies of Omicron Delta hosted the 
42nd Illinois State Leadership Conference 
on October 3-4, 2008 at Eastern Illinois 
University.  The conference was attended by 
over 150 Sorors.  Under the direction of IL 
State Director, Soror Renee Byrd, and with 
the assist of Yolanda Williams (on campus advisor) and Leslie Buckner 
(graduate advisor), these young ladies reserved rooms on campus, created a 
welcome banner, stuffed bags, and took on various tasks to help state meeting 
run smoothly.  To close meeting, Omicron Delta hosted a party on campus 
with theme iRep: Rep Your Crew.  Kudos goes to the ladies of Omicron Delta 
chapter on a job well done as host of the 2008 IL State Leadership Conference. 

Undergraduate Committee 

To support, mentor, and guide the 

Sorors of Omicron Delta Chapter 

Meetings held second Tuesday of 

each month 

For more information, contact TPZ 

3rd Vice President,                     

Soror Leslie Buckner 

msleslie78@hotmail.com 

Omicron Delta: All About the Business of Zeta 
By Soror L. Buckner 
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During the month of October, Breast Cancer Awareness is celebrated 
all over the country. This is the time of year where women and men 
celebrate surviving breast cancer, give a sense of hope and honor to 
loved ones who are fighting or have lost the fight against breast cancer.  

 

On October 19, TPZ participated in the American Cancer Society’s 
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk along Chicago’s Lakefront. Members of TPZ, Amicae and 
Archonettes helped paint the town the pink and blue as they participated in the 5K walk and volunteered at 
food and water stations. The ladies of the Blue and White  also led the cool down session on the main stage . 

 

With over 11,000 walkers participating, best friends 
Lorene Hayes and Sue Philson volunteered their time at 
the water and food stations. Lorene Hayes, a breast cancer 
survivor, volunteers her time every year for the walk. 
“Being a breast cancer survivor, I’m truly blessed by God 
to be here and celebrate surviving breast cancer with other 
survivors,” said Hayes.  

As a National Team Program Member, Tau Psi Zeta raised 
over $3000 to contribute to the $1 million raised in the 
Chicago area.   

 

Great job ladies on showing the “pink” side of you! 

Thinking Pink, Zeta-style! 
American Cancer Society Walk 
By Soror Flowers 

In keeping with Zeta’s principle of service, TPZ continues to host 
informative workshops throughout the community.  

 

Z-HOPE Chairperson, Soror Nikkia Wallace, conducted workshops at 
BIR Training Center. The workshops focused on "Self-esteem: The 

Importance of Positive Self-esteem" and "Getting Organized in Chaos: How to Prepare for a Job Interview." Soror Wallace 
provided information on the do's and don'ts of preparing for job interviews such as 
what to wear and what not to wear, being on time and researching the company. “I 
want people to fully understand how appearance and attitude plays a major role in 
pursuing a job,” said Soror Wallace. Just to get things rolling, students were able to 
interview one another to get a general idea of what to expect. 

 

 On October 25, TPZ participated in a health fair at St. Ailbe’s Church. 
TPZ was on hand to deliver useful information to the public regarding a variety of 
health–related issues.  

 On Nov. 16, TPZ participated in March of Dimes Prematurity Awareness 
Sunday at St. Columbanus in Chicago, IL where Matthew S Eyerman is pastor. 
Members of TPZ worshipped and sung along with the members during service. 
TPZ’s own Soror Wadlington, who teaches at St. Columbanus School, spoke briefly 
to members of the congregation on the importance of prenatal care and the 
number of birth defects in the U.S. Members of St. Columbanus received a variety 
of pamphlets on prematurity awareness. 

 

All workshops turned out to be a great success. Two doves up to the Z-HOPE 
committee and event coordinator, Soror Wallace on a job well-done. TPZ looks 
forward to bringing more workshops to the community in the upcoming months! 

Thinking Positive with Z-HOPE 

Z-HOPE Workshops 

By Soror Flowers 
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On Saturday October 25, 2008, Make a Difference 
Day, TPZ began their work with the Stork's Nest 
youth in assisting young mothers with the 
challenging but rewarding role of Motherhood.  
TPZ informed young mothers of issues that they 
should be aware of in raising their children.  

Health concerns such as Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), and Breast Cancer 
were at the top of the agenda.  Young mothers were told several ways to prevent SIDS 
and the importance of distinguishing REAL Vs. Rumor when decreasing the risks of 
SIDS.   

 President Charlotte Taylor led the interactive workshop by demonstrating the 
actual procedures of breast self-examination.  Some of the key elements discussed were 
the importance of knowing your family history concerning cancer, and willingness to 
ask your doctor the questions that may help in early detection.   

 The young ladies were formally introduced to Stork's Nest sponsors Sorors 
Andrea Wells and Linneth Harris whom will head the monthly workshops.  In hopes 
to meet their individual and collective needs as a group, they gave suggestions about 
things that would like help in, ranging from college preparation, self-esteem 
motivation, to early childhood preparation for their bundles of joy.  All in all, this 
event marked a wonderful new beginning for these young mothers and women of TPZ! 

The Stork's Nest Program is designed to promote 
prenatal care participation and healthy behaviors 
during pregnancy through two components- 
incentives and education. This past summer, Helen 
Bailey, the host of "Urban Living" on the BETj 
network provided the participants of TPZ's Stork's 
Nest with some of the best incentives ever—free 
makeovers and baby accessories! Bailey, along with a 
camera crew, stylists and assistants, met with TPZ at 
Catholic Charities in Roseland to give to young 
mothers in need. The day was filled with babies, 
beauty, and banter as the camera filmed the action in 
an effort to share Zeta's Stork's Nest Program with 
the BETj viewing audience. The show airs November 
10, 2008 on BETj. 

 

TPZ greeted "Turkey Day" by 
giving thanks and giving back 
to the community at the 
Harbor Light Salvation Army 
on Monroe in Chicago. TPZ 
S o r o r s ,  A m i c a e ,  a n d 

Archonettes worked in teams to wrap gifts, create 
decorations, and prepare meals for the residents and 
transients of the shelter. This project gave TPZ an 
opportunity to reflect on its many blessings including 
family, friends, and Sorors. Many thanks to the Social 
Action committee and its chair, Angela McGhee, for 
keeping TPZ community conscious and action-oriented!   

Christmas came 
early though for our 
own Soror Carolyn 
Wadlington who 
was surprised at her 
school by a visit 
from President Elect 
- Barack Obama.  
He visited St. 
Columbanus on 
Wed., Nov. 26th to 

help the Chicago Food Depository hand out food baskets to 
needy families. This picture and news also made the cover 
of the Chicago Tribune newspaper on Thanksgiving Day. 

Truly Positive Zetas 

Thanksgiving Project 

By Soror Bennett 

Welcome to another 
year with TPZ! The 

PP staff and I look forward to bringing you all the 
blue news  fit to print! Please contact us with any 
questions, comments, or concerns at 
tpz2blu4u@yahoo.com. Zee you soon! 

Charise R. Bennett 

Editor’s Corner 

Television Programs about Zetas 
BETj Stork’s Nest Taping 

By Soror Bennett 

The Pearl Zone 

Make A Difference Day 

By Soror Pearson 
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TPZ’s Upcoming Events 

The Photo Zone 
August ‘08 

TPZ with     
Grand Basileus           

Underwood at the 
Hyatt Regency   

McCormick Place 

September ‘08 

TPZ at Danny K. 
Davis’s Back to 

School Rally in the 
Austin 

Neighborhood 

October ‘08 

TPZ at Tau Xi 
Zeta’s Neophyte 
Celebration in 
Forest Park, IL 

Dec. 5, 2008 
Zeta Archonette Club 
performs in ΙΦΘ HS  

Step Show at Kenwood 
7pm 

Dec. 12, 2008 
5th Toy Drive & Raffle 

Fuddruckers in River Oaks 
Calumet City, IL 

5p - 9p 

Dec. 27, 2008 
Youth Kwanzaa Fest 

Avalon Library 
8159 S. Stony Island 

2:30p - 4:30p 

Jan. 10, 2009 
Joint Founders’ Day 

Blue & White Sip 
Sigma Hse 4941 King Dr 

7p 

Jan. 17, 2009 
Joint Founders’ Day  

Banquet at Nikos 
7600 Harlem Av, Bridgeview 

6p - 12m 

Mar. 14, 2009 
5th FWH Breakfast 
Doubletree Hotel 

5000 W. 127th St., Alsip 
10 am - 1pm 
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